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INTERACT Work Package 7: Improving and harmonizing biodiversity 

Monitoring 

 

Participants: 

• CAFF: Conservation of Arctic Flora and Fauna  

• AU: Aarhus University 

• SLU: Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences 

• RIF: RIF Field Station 

• CHARS: Canadian High Arctic Research Station 

Objectives 
The overall objective of Work Package 7 (WP7) is to test the Freshwater and Terrestrial 
component of the Arctic Council’s, Circumpolar Biodiversity Monitoring Programme (CBMP – 
www.cbmp.is) at INTERACT stations. 

The specific aims of the work package are to: 

• establish an efficient working interface between CBMP and INTERACT 

• test the Arctic Freshwater and Terrestrial Biodiversity Monitoring Plans at three 
locations in the field in accordance with relevant CBMP protocols. 

• identify ways in which data generated at INTERACT stations can feed into Arctic 
Council Assessments 

Description of work 
The CBMP is the cornerstone program of the Conservation of Arctic Flora and Fauna (CAFF –
www.caff.is), the biodiversity working group of the Arctic Council. The CBMP is an 
international network of scientists, government agencies, Indigenous organizations and 
conservation groups working to harmonize and integrate efforts to monitor the Arctic's living 
resources. Arctic biodiversity monitoring is being coordinated and integrated via four 
ecosystem-based monitoring plans (Marine, Freshwater, Terrestrial, and Coastal).  

The CBMP goal is to facilitate more rapid detection, communication, and response to 
significant biodiversity-related trends and pressures. Results are channeled into 
conservation, mitigation programs and adaptation policies The CBMP Arctic Terrestrial and 
Freshwater Biodiversity Monitoring Plans are of particular relevance for INTERACT and 
would be essential in anchoring the INTERACT joint research activities within the Arctic 
Council. Both CBMP Plans include conceptual descriptions with references to relevant 
protocols on the development and design of a best practice site-based monitoring program 
under CBMP. 

The Arctic Biodiversity Data Service (ABDS - www.abds.is) is the data-management 
framework for managing data generated via CAFF and the CBMP. It is an online, 
interoperable data management system serving as a focal point and common platform for all 
CAFF programs and projects as well as a dynamic source for up-to-date circumpolar Arctic 
biodiversity information and emerging trends. ABDS will be used as the platform to establish 
the CBMP/INTERACT repository. 
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WP7 comprises 3 tasks: 

Task 7.1 Coordination and establishment of a CBMP/INTERACT working group. 
A working group will be established to 1) develop the monitoring programme; 2) secure the 
cooperation between CBMP and INTERACT and 3) guide and provide advice to relevant 
station managers on the implementation of CBMP’s Freshwater and Terrestrial biodiversity 
monitoring plans at the relevant stations (with WP 3). 

The group will consist of relevant station managers/scientific leaders, CBMP’s chair, 
representatives from CBMP’s Terrestrial and Freshwater Steering Groups, and 
representatives from the CAFF Secretariat. The stations represented are the RIF Station, 
Iceland, as well as the CHARS and Zackenberg through in-kind contributions. Input relating to 
development and use of relevant data systems will be provided by the leader of the WP4 
Data Forum. The WP7 Working Group will conduct the majority of its work via 
teleconferences and meet physically once a year during the project period. 

• Leading partner: AU 

• Participant: CAFF, RFS, SLU 

Task 7.2 Development of three CBMP ecosystem specific reference stations 
Three CBMP reference stations, situated in different environmental and climatic settings will 
test the Arctic Freshwater and Terrestrial biodiversity Monitoring Plans in the field in 
accordance with relevant CBMP protocols. The CBMP/INTERACT working group will lead this 
work with the following subtasks: 

• Identify existing biotic and abiotic monitoring at the three stations 

• Identify gaps in relation to the CBMP monitoring programme 

• Conduct field trials on selected focal ecosystem components in the monitoring 
programme´s at these three stations 

• Develop a data management plan for the Icelandic station in connection with ABDS 
for the selected focal ecosystem components 

• Develop a user manual for implementing CBMP at INTERACT stations 

The research infrastructure needed to implement CBMP will be covered by INTERACT (one 
station) and in-kind contributions (two stations). During the lifetime of the project it will be 
possible for other stations to implement developing protocols through in-kind contributions. 

• Leading partner: CAFF 

• Participant: AU, RFS, SLU 

Task 7.3 Providing data to Arctic Council assessments 
The task will identify ways in which biodiversity data generated at INTERACT stations can 
feed into Arctic Council assessments. The work will be closely coordinated with WP 2 and 
build on the data flow systems created under WP 5 (virtual access component). Further, this 
task will identify and present relevant Arctic Biodiversity Assessment and ICARP III 
recommendations to station managers WP 3). 

• Leading partner: CAFF 

• Participant: AU, RFS, SLU 
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Deliverables 

• A data management plan for the Icelandic RIF station in connection with ABDS for the 
selected focal ecosystem components 

• A user manual for implementing CBMP at INTERACT stations 

• A report describing the flow of data from the field to Arctic Council assessments, 
monitoring and reporting activities 

 

 


